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Mors terribilis iis, quorum cum vita omnia exstinguuntur, non iis 


quorum laus emori non potest. 
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--Diogenes. Laert., 1, 69. 


Ire tamen restat, Numa quo devenit et Ancus. 


-- Horace. Ep. 1, 6, 27 








Preface 


Prior to 1906 no formal mechanism existed in Pennsylvania for gathering information relating to 
deaths which occurred within the Commonwealth or for maintaining a centralized repository for 
such records. Whatever records existed were gathered and maintained by county officials and 
records were rarely, if ever, transmitted to a higher authority. In addition, no formal mandate 
existed which listed the kinds of information which should be collected. Consequently, the quality 
of record keeping varied greatly from county to county. In Columbia County, records were gathered 
by Township Recorders who were paid a fee for each death recorded and transmitted to county 
authorities. Information gathered usually, but not always, included name, color, sex, age, marital 
status, place of birth, occupation, date and cause of death, and place and date of burial. Records 
usually included the name of father and mother only if the deceased was a minor. 


In 1885 the General Assembly of Pennsylvania attempted to bring about some standardization to 
the process of registration as well as establishing a centralized repository for records by creating a 
State Board of Health “to provide for the better protection of life and health, and to prevent the 
spread of contagious and infectious disease in this Commonwealth.” — Section seven of the act 
provided for the creation of a Bureau of Vital Statistics which would be responsible for gathering 
information relating to deaths occurring within the Commonwealth and serve as custodian for death 
records. 


Act 221 of the 1905 Session of the Pennsylvania General Assembly formally established the 
procedure for gathering and transmitting information relating to birth and deaths to the Bureau. 
Section seven of the 1905 Act mandated that death certificates be prepared by local registrars with 
the following information included: (a) Specific place of death, including street address if known; (b) 
Full name of decedent, if named; (c) Sex; (d) Color or race; (e) Conjugal condition; (f) Date of birth, 
including year, month, and day, if known; (g) Age, in years, months, and days; (h) Place of birth, 
state or foreign country; (i) Name of father; (j) Birthplace of father; (k) Name of mother; (I) 
Birthplace of mother; (m) Occupation; (n) Signature and address of informant; (0) Date of death, 
including year, month and day; (p) Statement of medical attendance, time of death; (q) Cause of 
death, including primary and secondary causes, and duration of each; (r) Signature and address of 
physician or official providing the medical information; (s) Any special circumstances surrounding 
death; (t) Place of burial or removal; (u) Date of burial or removal; (v) Signature and address of 
undertaker; and (w) Official signature of registrar, with date of filing and registration number. 


Despite admonitions that information forwarded by local Registrars to the official state 
repository be as complete and accurate as possible, certificates reaching Harrisburg frequently 
contained all sorts of errors and/or erroneous information. Although the term of office for local 
Registrars by statute was four years, holders of the office often changed at a much more frequent 
pace. Each change of office brought individuals with different levels of competence, enthusiasm, 
literacy, and handwriting skill. Members of families having similar, but different, surnames, as well 
as names of foreign born individuals, seemed to be particularly vexing for some Registrars. 


The Provision of Act 221, with respect to the recording of deaths and the transmittal of records, 
became effective January 1, 1906. 

















This is an Index to Death Certificates recorded in Registration Booklets 
maintained by Township Recorders resident in Columbia County, Pennsylvania 
pursuant to Act 037 of the 1885 General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania creating a State Board of Health, and Act 221 passed by the 1905 
General Assembly creating a Bureau of Vital Statistics and establishing rules for 
recording deaths occurring within the Commonwealth. 


The Index includes records of 11,698 deaths occurring in Greenwood, 
Madison and Pine Townships from the period January 4, 1906 to November 28, 
1955, and in the town of Bloomsburg and Hemlock, Montour, Mt. Pleasant and 
Scott Townships from January 4, 1906 to May 19, 1954. 


It should be noted that the Index only includes deaths occurring in the town 
of Bloomsburg and the seven townships noted above and is therefore not a 
complete listing of all deaths occurring in Columbia County during the period 
from January 4, 1906 to November 28, 1955. 


A listing of extant Registration Booklets follows this introduction. The 
Booklets are currently (as of December 2008) at the Columbia County 
Historical and Genealogical Society, located on the second floor of the 
Bloomsburg Public Library. An online version of the contents of this index can 
be found at http://www.Colcohist-gensoc.org/mysql/deathcertsearch.php. 





Instructions for Listing 
Cause of Death 
[Verso of Death Certificate] 
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A stillbirth must be registered both as a birth and death. The date of death should be the date of de- 
livery and the death certificate should further state, if known, the cause of the stillbirth and the period of 


utero gestation in months. 


Statement of occupation.—Precise statement of occupa- 
tion is very. important, so that the relative healthfulness of 
various pursuits can be known. The question applies to each 
and every person, irrespective of age. For many occupations 
a single word or term on the first line will be sufficient, e. g., 
Farmer, Physician, Stenographer, Compositor, Architect, Lo- 
comotive engineer, Civil engineer, Stationary fireman, eto. But 
in many cases, especially in industrial employments, it is ne- 
cessary to know (a) the kind of work and also (b) the nature 
of the business or industry, and therefore an additional line is 
provided for the latter statement; it should be used only when 
needed. As examples: (a) Spinner, (b) Cotton mill, (a) Sales- 
man, (b) Grocery, (a) Foreman, (b) Automobile factory. The 
material worked on may form part of the second statement. 
Never return “Laborer,” ‘foreman,’ ‘Manager,’ “Dealer,” etc., 
without more precise specification, as Day Laborer, Farm la- 
borer, Laborer—Coal mine etc. Women at home who are en- 
gaged in the duties of the household only (not paid Housckeep- 
ers, who receive a definite salary), may be entered as House. 
wife. Housework, or At home, and children, not gainfully em- 
ployed, as At schvol or At home. If the occupation has been 
changed or given up on account of the DISHASIH CAUSING 
DHATH, state occupation at beginning of illness. If retired 
from tusiness, that fact may be indicated thus: Farmer (retir- 
ed 6 ys.) For persons who have no occupation whatever write 
one. 


Statement of cause of death.—Nume, first the DISEASE 
CAUSING DEAT'A (the primary affection with respect to 
time and causation), using always the same accepted term of 





the sume diseases. Examples: Cerebrospinal fever (the only 
definite synonym is ‘“Hpidemic cerebrospinal meningitis’) ; 
Diphtheria (avoid use of “Croup’’) Z'yphoid fever (never re 
port ‘Typhoid Pneumonia’’) ; Lobar pneumonia; Bronohopneu- 
mowia (‘‘Pneumonia,” unqualified, is indefinite); Tuberculosis 
of lungs, meninges, peritonaeum, etc., carcinoma, Sarcoma, ete., 
OL Saeceroxe ny aie ana eusietetonctons (name origin; “Cancer” is less definite; 
avoid use of “Tumor” for malignant neoplasms); Meustles, 
Whooping cough, Chronic vawular heart disease; Chronio in 
terstitial nephritis, ete. The contributory (secondary or in- 
tercurrent) affection need not be stated unless important. Bx- 
ample. Measles (disease causing death), 29 ds; Bronohopnew- 
moma (secondary), 10 ds. Never report mere symptoms or 
terminal conditions, such as “Asthenia,’” ‘Anaemia,’ (merely 
sjmotomatic), ‘Atrophy,’ “Collapse,” “Coma,” ‘‘Convulsions,” 
“Debility,” (“‘Congenital,” ‘Senile,” ete.), ‘SDropsy,” ‘xhaus- 
tion.” “Heart failure.” ‘‘Haemorrhage,” “Inanition,’ ‘Maras- 
mus,” Old age,” “Shock,’’ ‘‘Uraemia,” “Weakness,” etc., when 
a definite disease can be ascertained as the cause. Always 
quality as ‘PUERPERAL septiohaemia’ “PUERPERAL 
peritionitis,” etc., all diseases resulting from childbirth or mis 
carriage. State cause for which surgical operation was under- 
taken. FOR VIOLENT DHATHS state MEANS of INJURY 
and qualify as ACCIDENTAL, SUICIDAL, or HOMICIDAL, 
or as probably such if impossible to determine definitely. Ex- 
amples: Accidental drowning: Struck by railway train—aoo- 
cident; Revolwer wound of head—homicide; Poisoned by car- 
bolic acid—Probably suicide. The nature of the injury, as 
fracture of skull, and consequences (e. g., sepsis, tetanus) may 
be stated under the head of ‘‘Contributory.’”’ 





Space for additional information by physician 








GUIDE TO INTERPRETING DATA CATEGORIES 


Name of Deceased 


Names containing more than 24 characters have been shortened by abbreviating middle names. 
Surnames containing obvious spelling errors have been entered as they appear on the certificates, 
but see references have been included to indicate correct spellings. Given names are cited as they 
appear on the certificates even though they may contain spelling errors. The Office of Township 
Recorder changed hands rather frequently and each incumbent brought to his office a different level 
of literacy, penmanship, and/or adherence to the principle of providing “complete and accurate” 
information. Foreign names and/or families with similar names (e.g., Dietterick, Deitterick, Dietrick, 
Deitrick, Dietrich, etc) seem to have been particularly vexing to Recorders. Because of the wide 
variance in recording surnames, users of the index are encouraged to examine all possible variant 


spellings. 
Residence 


Actually place of death rather than residence. A majority of deaths occurred at the Bloomsburg 


Hospital. 

Gender 

M (Male), F (Female), U (Undetermined, primarily premature infants) 

Status 

Refers to marital status: M (Married), W (Widow), S (Single), U (Undetermined) 
Birth Date 


Year-Month-Day. In some cases a birth date has been deduced by correlating date of death with age 


noted on certificate. 
Death Date 


Date of death as certified by physician. In afew cases the date is not noted by the physician but has 
been deduced as close as possible by correlating age with date of filing by recorder. 


Age 


Years-Months-Days. Some certificates give approximate age (e.g., about 75) if neither the physician 
nor recorder were able to determine a date of birth. 
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Color/Race 


W (White), N (Negro), O (Asian), U (Unknown) 


Spouse 


Name of spouse is given if listed. In some cases the name of a spouse may not be on the certificate 
but has been included on some accompanying documentation (e.g., transportation of body). 


Father 


If the deceased was male the father’s given name is listed; if the deceased was female, the father’s 
surname is listed. In the surname of a female has not been determined, the father’s first name is 


given. 

Mother 

Surname is given if listed. If maiden surname is not listed, mother’s given name is provided. 
Cause of Death 


In most cases only the primary cause of death is cited. Ancillary and/or contributing factors often 
appear on certificates but have not been cited in this index due to space constraints. Many of the 
certificates contain archaic, foreign, or otherwise unfamiliar terminology. The following internet 
sources may be useful in providing a modern equivalent. All were active sites as of January 2009. 


http://rmhh.co.uk/illness.html (Illnesses) 

http ://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/“billingh/disease/htm (Diseases) 

http ://www.neonatology.org/classics/old.terms.html (Terms relating to infants and children) 
http ://www.antiquusmorbus.com/Index.htm (Archaic medical terms) 
http://www.cyndislist.com/disasters.htm (Disasters) 

http ://www.cyndislist.com/disasters.htm#Epide mics (Epidemics) 


Source 


This refers to the location of the certificate in the Township Recorder Record Books which are 
currently located at the Columbia County Historical and Genealogical Society, Second Floor, 
Bloomsburg Public Library, 225 Market Street, Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania 17815. The Society’s 
website is http://www.colcohist-gensoc.org/mysq|/deathcertsearch.php. 


Information Contained on Certificates Not Included in This Index 
Due to space limitations the following information appearing on most certificates has not been 


included in this Index: Place of Residence, Occupation, Birthplace of Parents, Name of Informant or 
Physician, Place of Burial, Name of Undertaker, and Contributing/Secondary Causes of Death. 
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Death Certificates 


Contents of Township Recorder Booklets 


Greenwood, Madison and Pine Townships 


04 January 1906 
25 February 1908 
21 June 1910 

22 October 1912 
17 August 1914 
26 July 1916 

28 June 1918 

04 April 1920 

09 July 1922 

02 June 1925 

17 April 1928 

09 June 1931 

15 August 1934 
26 January 1937 
20 April 1940 

22 March 1941 
26 October 1944 
22 June 1948 

31 December 1949 
20 July 1954 


22 February 1908 
18 June 1910 

08 October 1912 
28 July 1914 

28 June 1916 

09 June 1918 

01 April 1920 

06 July 1922 

30 April 1925 

05 April 1928 

30 April 1931 

04 August 1934 

26 December 1936 
03 April 1940 

24 February 1941 
19 October 1944 
17 June 1948 

05 December 1949 
17 June 1954 

28 November 1955 


Bloomsburg and Hemlock, Montour, Mt. Pleasant and Scott Townships 


D-BL-001 
D-BL-002 
D-BL-003 
D-BL-004 
D-BL-005 
D-BL-006 
D-BL-007 


04 January 1906 

17 September 1906 
02 April 1907 

18 December 1907 
13 August 1908 

23 May 1909 

01 January 1910 


16 September 1906 
29 March 1907 

15 December 1907 
13 August 1908 

20 May 1909 

29 December 1909 
27 July 1910 





D-BL-008 
D-BL-009 
D-BL-010 
D-BL-011 
D-BL-012 
D-BL-013 
D-BL-014 
D-BL-015 
D-BL-016 
D-BL-O17 
D-BL-018 
D-BL-O19 
D-BL-020 
D-BL-021 
D-BL-022 
D-BL-023 
D-BL-024 
D-BL-025 
D-BL-026 
D-BL-027 
D-BL-028 
D-BL-029 
D-BL-030 
D-BL-031 
D-BL-032 
D-BL-033 
D-BL-034 
D-BL-035 
D-BL-036 
D-BL-037 
D-BL-038 
D-BL-039 
D-BL-040 
D-BL-041 
D-BL-042 
D-BL-043 
D-BL-044 


28 July 1910 

06 March 1911 

18 November 1911 
04 July 1912 

02 February 1913 
30 August 1913 

23 March 1914 

28 October 1914 
06 May 1915 

04 December 1915 
26 April 1916 

23 November 1916 
18 April 1917 

17 December 1917 
25 June 1918 

13 October 1918 
14 January 1919 
08 August 1919 

09 March 1920 

08 October 1920 
25 April 1921 

17 October 1921 
03 April 1922 

19 November 1922 
14 April 1923 

23 November 1923 
05 May 1924 

05 December 1925 
03 May 1925 

23 October 1925 
05 April 1926 

06 October 1926 
28 April 1927 

09 November 1927 
08 April 1928 

17 November 1928 
12 May 1929 


02 March 1911 

14 November 1911 
16 June 1912 

31 January 1913 
27 August 1913 

19 March 1914 

28 October 1914 
27 April 1915 

05 December 1915 
29 April 1916 

22 November 1916 
17 April 1917 

08 December 1917 
25 June 1918 

13 October 1918 
12 January 1919 
05 August 1919 

03 March 1920 

08 October 1920 
25 April 1921 

16 October 1921 
30 March 1922 

17 November 1922 
14 April 1923 

22 November 1923 
29 April 1924 

04 December 1924 
25 April 1925 

21 October 1925 
02 April 1926 

05 October 1926 
25 April 1927 

09 November 1927 
05 April 1928 

17 November 1928 
08 May 1929 

26 October 1929 
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D-BL-045 
D-BL-046 
D-BL-047 
D-BL-048 
D-BL-049 
D-BL-050 
D-BL-051 
D-BL-052 
D-BL-053 
D-BL-054 
D-BL-055 
D-BL-056 
D-BL-057 
D-BL-058 
D-BL-059 
D-BL-060 
D-BL-061 
D-BL-062 
D-BL-063 
D-BL-064 
D-BL-065 
D-BL-066 
D-BL-067 
D-BL-068 
D-BL-069 
D-BL-070 
D-BL-071 
D-BL-072 
D-BL-073 
D-BL-074 
D-BL-075 
D-BL-076 
D-BL-077 
D-BL-078 
D-BL-079 
D-BL-080 
D-BL-081 


27 October 1929 
31 March 1930 

12 September 1930 
07 March 1931 

12 September 1931 
02 February 1932 
12 July 1932 

02 January 1933 

14 May 1933 

28 November 1933 
17 April 1934 

23 October 1934 
26 March 1935 

07 August 1935 

17 January 1936 

24 May 1936 

09 December 1936 
05 January 1937 

08 May 1937 

23 September 1937 
19 February 1938 
11 July 1938 

22 December 1938 
21 April 1939 

01 September 1939 
07 February 1940 
24 June 1940 

13 January 1941 

19 March 1941 

24 August 1941 

08 February 1942 
01 June 1942 

02 November 1942 
10 March 1943 

04 September 1943 
28 January 1944 

13 July 1944 


29 March 1930 

11 September 1930 
5 March 1931 

12 September 1931 
01 February 1932 
08 July 1932 

25 December 1932 
12 May 1933 

26 November 1933 
15 April 1934 

24 October 1934 
27 March 1935 

03 August 1935 

19 January 1936 

21 May 1936 

06 December 1936 
30 December 1936 
04 May 1937 

23 September 1937 
18 February 1938 
09 July 1938 

23 December 1938 
15 April 1939 

31 August 1939 

06 February 1940 
25 June 1940 

11 January 1941 

20 March 1941 

22 August 1941 

08 February 1942 
29 May 1942 

01 November 1942 
08 March 1943 

04 September 1943 
25 January 1944 

14 July 1944 

05 January 1945 





D-BL-082 
D-BL-083 
D-BL-084 
D-BL-085 
D-BL-086 
D-BL-087 
D-BL-088 
D-BL-089 
D-BL-090 
D-BL-091 
D-BL-092 
D-BL-093 
D-BL-094 
D-BL-095 
D-BL-096 
D-BL-097 
D-BL-098 
D-BL-099 
D-BL-100 
D-BL-101 
D-BL-102 
D-BL-103 


07 January 1945 
22 June 1945 

19 December 1945 
01 May 1946 

26 October 1946 
14 March 1947 

23 August 1947 

17 February 1948 
24 July 1948 

23 December 1948 
19 June 1949 

27 November 1949 
01 January 1950 
07 May 1950 

13 October 1950 
19 March 1951 

27 August 1951 

06 March 1952 

16 July 1952 

01 January 1953 
26 May 1953 

23 November 1953 


22 June 1945 

18 December 1945 
03 May 1946 

23 October 1946 
13 March 1947 

23 August 1947 

25 February 1948 
23 July 1948 

20 December 1948 
15 June 1949 

27 November 1949 
31 December 1949 
08 May 1950 

14 October 1950 
18 March 1951 

22 August 1951 

04 March 1952 

15 July 1952 

30 December 1952 
24 May 1953 

23 November 1953 
19 May 1954 










No. 37 
An Act 


To establish a State Board of Health for the better protection of life and 
health, and to prevent the spread of contagious and infectious diseases 


in this Commonwealth. 


Approved. June 3, 1885. 
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LAWS 


OF THI 


‘GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


OF THE 


COMMONWEALTH. OF PEANSYLEAMA, 


PASSED AT THE , 


SESSION OF dec5, 
IN THE ONE HUNDRED AND NINTH YEAR OF INDEPENDENCE, 


TOGETHER WITH 


A Proolumation by ‘tho Governor, declaring that he has Mlod gartain BLila In the Qfilea of the Scoro< 
tary of the Dommonwealth wlth Ils obJoctlang thereto, and a Wat of Ohartors of Cor 
poratlons organized under ‘*The Corporation Act of one thousand alght 
hundred and soventy-four,” and tle Supplements thereto. 


NY DAE aN Aa EN 


Contalning the Loglslution hud at the 


SPECIAL SESSION OF 1883, 


BY AUTHORITY. 





HARRISBURG: 
BDWIN K. MAYERS, STATE PRINTER. 


1885, 
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56 LAWS OF RENNSYLVANIA, 


Inducemonitapure SxoTION 1. Be it enacted, &c., That any merchant, manu- 
Se Boece facturer, importer, retailer or dealer doing business within 
sontigany value, this Commonwealth, who shall offer, give, or sell, or author- 
deomed n soiede- 1zZ®, or permit any agent, salesman or ernployé to offer, give, 
ita or sell any purchaser or customer any ticket or tickets, chock 

or checks, or other tokens or memoranda entitling such 

purchaser or customer to demand or receive money or any 

wlicle of value, shall bu demucd yuilty ol a wisdomcunr, 

Penalty. and, upon conviction, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not 
less than ten, nor exeaeding one hundred dollars, or suffer 

imprisonment not exceeding one year, or either or both, at 

When uot ts totuke the discretion of the court: Provided, This act shall not go 


aris into force for one year after the same shall become a law. 
Bupoal. Szorion 2. All acte or parta of acts which conflict with 
the provisions of this act be and the same are hereby re- 
pealed. 
Arrnovep—The 3d day of June A. D. 1885.: 
ROBT. EH. PATTISON, 
No. 37. 
AN AOT 
To establah a State Board of Health for the batter protection of Ife and 
health, and to prevent the ajread of contagious acd infectlous dlscases 
1o this Commonwealth. 
Govornor to ap- Szovton |. Be it enacted, dtc,, That the Governor, by and 
otto boaga With the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint six 
Puen? ; Persons, a majority of whom shall be physicians, of good 
eee standing graduates of regularly chartered and legally con- 


stituted medical colloges, and of not less than ten years 
experience in the practice of their profession, and one of 
whom shall bo a civil engineer, who, together with the sec- 
retary, the mode of whose appointment is hereinafter pro- 
vided for, shall constitute and be designuted as the Btato 
Board of Health and Vital Statistics of the Commonwealth 
Torma of thomem- of Ponnsylvania. Of the six persons first appointed, two 
bors xed. : 
shall serve for two years, two for four years, and two for 
six years from the first day of July next following their 


Governor toup- = confirmation; and the Governor shall thereafter biennially 
ete ee appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 


two persons of the same professions as those whose terms 
of office have just expired, to be members of said board to 

Fixed term. hold their offices for six yoars from the first day of July 
next following their confirmation, and until their successors 
tire appointed excepting the secrotary who shall continue in 
office as hereinafter provided, but any member may ba re- 

Vooonoles during appointed. Any vacancy occurring in said board during a 

thot toror @2®Y racoss of the Legislature shall be filled by the Governor 
until the next regular session of the same. 





it 











“ 








SESSION OF 1885. 


Storion 2. As soop as possible after the appointment of 
the first six persons as aforesaid they shall meet in the of- 
fice of the Secretary of the Commonwealth and shall proceed, 
under the direction of the latter officer, to determine by Jot 
which of them shall serve for the respective terma of two, 
four and six years. Before entering upon the duties of the 
office they shall take the oath prescribed for State officers 
by the Constitution of Lie Stale, wil slatl Lio tue sume in 
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, who, upon 
receiving the ssid oath of office, shall issue to each a certifi- 
cate of appointinent for his respective term of office deter- 
mined as aforesaid, upon receiving which they shall possess 
and oxercise the powers and perform the duties of said 
board as defined in this act. 
taken the oath of office they shall organize by electing one 
of their number to be president, and by appointing a proper 
person who shall be a physician of good standing, of not 
less than ten years’ professional experience, and a graduate 
of a legally constituted medical college, to be secretary of 
said board who shal] hold his appointment until remoyed 
by the appointment of his successor or otherwise, The 
board may elect one of its own members secretary in which 
case the vacancy thus created shall be filled by the Gover- 
nor in the samme manner as wu vacancy caused in any other 
way. The president shall be elected annually. No member 
of the board, except the secretary, shall, as such, receive 
any salary; bat the actual traveling and other expenses of 
any member while engaged on the actual duties of the 
board shall be nllowed and paid on prosentation to and ap- 
proval of the Auditor General of an itemized account with 
vouchers annexed, 

Sgorron 3. The secretary shall be the executive officer of 
the board anc shall have all the pawenrs and privileges of a 
member of said board except in regard to voting upon mat- 
ters relating to his own office and duties as secretary, He 
shall receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars, 
which shall ba paid him in the same manner that salaries 
of other State officers are paid and such nocessary expenses 
as the Auditor General shall audit on presentation of an 
itemized account with vouchers annexed, and tho certificate 
of the board shall be allowed him. 

Srorron 4, The said board shall meet at least once every 
six months and may also hold special meetings as frequently 
as the proper and efficient discharge of its duties shall re- 
quire, in ths capitol building at Harrisburg (unless other- 
wise ordered), and the rules or by-laws of the board shall 
provide for the, giving of proper and timely notice of all 
such meetings to every member cf the board. The Secre- 
tury of Internal Affairs shall provide and furnish such 
apartments and stationery as said board may require in the 
discharge of ita duties. A majority of the members of the 
board shall, at any regular called or adjourned meeting, 
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organize and constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. 

Srotion 5. Tho State Board of Health and Vital Statis- 
tics shall have the general supervision of the interests of 
the health and lives of the citizens of the Comrmonwealth, 
and shall especially study its vital statistics. Jt shall make 
sanitary investigations und inquiries respecting the causes of 
disease and espevially of epidemic diseases, including those 
of domestic animals, the sources, mortality and tha effects 
of localities, employments, conditions, hubits, food, bever- 
ages and medicine on the health of the people. It shall 
also disseminate information upon these and similar sub- 
jects among tho people. It shall, when required by the 
Governor or the Legislature, and at such other times as it 
deems it importint, ‘institute sanitary inspections of public 
institution or places throughout the State. Tt shall codify 
and suggest amendments fo the sanitary laws of the Com- 
monwealth, and shall have power to enforce such regulations 
as will tend to limit the progress of epidemic diseases. : 

Srorion 6. In cities, boroughs, districts and places haying 
no local board of health or in case the sanitary Jaws or regu- 
lations in places where boards of health or health officers 
exist, should be inoperative, the State Board of Health shall 
have power and authority to order nuisances or the cause 
of any special disease or mortality to be abated and re- 
moved, and to enforce quarantine regulations as said board 
shall direct. 

Any person who shall fail to obey or shall violate such 
order shall, on conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not 
more than one hundred dollars at the discretion of the 
court. 

Srcriow 7. It shall be the duty of the State Board of 
Health and Vitel Statisties to have the general supervision 
of the State aystem of registration of births, marriages ana 
deaths, of prevalent diseases and of practitioners of medi- 
cine and surgery, to prepare the necessary methods, forms 
and. blanks for obtaining and proserving such records, and 
to insure the faithful registration of the same in the several 
counties and in the Central Bureau of Vital Statistics at the 
capitol of the State, ‘The said board shal] recommend such 
forms and amendments of laws us shall be deemed to be 
necessary for the thorough organization and efficiency of 
the registration of vital statistics throughont the State. The 
secretary of the State Board of Health and Vital Statistics 
shall be the superintendent of registration of vital statistics 
as saperyviserd div said heared. The clerical dyities aid satis 
keeping of the bureau of yital statistics thus created shall 
be provided for by the Secretary of Internal Affairs, who 
shall also provide and furnish such apartments and station- 
ery as said board shall require in the discharga of such 
duties. 

Srcrion 8. Tt shall be the duty of al) health officers and 
boards of health in the State to cummunicate to said State 
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Board of Health copies of all their reports and publications, 
and also such sanitary information, aa may be requested by 
said board. And said board is authorized to require re- 
ports and information (at such times and of such facta and 
generally of such nature and extent as its by-laws or rules 
may provide), from ull public dispensaries, hospitals, asy- 
Tani, tifirigivins, prisons and schools and from the mana- 
gers, principles and cttcers thereot, anu drum all vuler pub- 
he institutions, their officers and managers, and from the 
proprietors, managers, lesseos nod occupants of all places 
of public resort in the State, but such reports shall only be 
required concerning matters or particulars in respect of 
which it may in its opinion need information for the proper 
discharge of its duties. 

Secrion 9. Said board may, from time to time, engage 
suitable persons to render sanitary service or to make or 
supervise practical und scientific investigations and exami- 
nations requiring expert skill and to prepare plans and re- 
ports relative thereto. Butno more than two thousand dol- 
lars shall be expended in any one year for such special 
sanitary service. 

Snotron 10. It shall be the duty of said board on or before 
the first Monday of December in each year, to make a re- 
port in writing to the Governor of this State upon the sanitary 
condition and prospects of the State and such report shall 
set forth the action of the said board and of its officers and 
agents and the names thereof for the past year and may 
contain other useful information pertinent to the objects for 
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which it was created, and shall suggest any further legisla- ° 


tive action or precaution, deemed proper for the better pro- 
tection of life ancl health, and the annual report of said 
board shall also contain a detailed statement of the State 
Treasurer of all money paid out by or on account of said 
board, and a detailed statement of the munner of its expen- 
diture during the year lust past, but its totul expenditure 
shall not, exceed the sum of five thousand dollars in any one 
year. 

Szoton 11. The sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) 
is hereby appropriated from the treasury for the purposes 
of this act, and the expenditures properly incurred by the 
authority of said board und verified by affidavit, aubjoct, 
however, to the limitations hereinbefore imposed, and shall 
be paid by the treusurer upon the warrant of the Auditor 
General. 

Szorion 12. This act shall take affect immediately, and 
all acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith shall be and 
are hereby repealed. 


Approvep—Tho 3d day of June, A. D. 1886. 
ROBT. &. PATTISON. 
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No. 221 


AN ACT 


To provide for the immediate registration of all births and 
deaths throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, by 
means of certificates of births and deaths, and burial or re- 
moval permits, requiring prompt returns to the Central 
Bureau of Vital Statistics at the capital of the State, as 
required to be established by the State Board of Health; 
and to insure the thorough organization and efficiency of 
the registration of vital statistics throughout the State, as 
provided in section seven of “An act to establish a State 
Board of Health for the better protection of life and health, 
and to prevent the spread of contagious and infectious dis- 
eases in the Commonwealth,” approved June third, eighteen 
hundred and eighty-five; and making an appropriation for 
establishing and maintaining such a Bureau, and providing 


certain penalties. 


Approved. May 1, 1905. 
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To provide for fhe immediate registration af all births and 
deaths throughout the Commonwealth of Penusylvania, by 
means of certificates af births and deaths, and berial or re- 
mnoval pecmits; requiring prompt returns to the Ceniral 
Bureau of Vital Statistics at the capital of-the State, ag 
Tequired to be established by the State Board of Health; 
aod f09 inssre the thorough oareanization end efficienry of 
the registratian of vital statistics throughout the State, as 
provided in sectian seven af "An act ta establish a State 
Buard of Health for the better protection of life and heafth, 
and to prevent the spread af tontagiogus and infectious dis- 
esses in this Commonwealth,’ approved June third, elga- 
teen hundred and eighty-five; end making a0 appropriation 
for establishing end maintatning such a Bureau, and provid- 
ing certain penalties, 


Section i. Be if enacted, &e.,.That it shall be the 

’ duty of the State Hoard of HeaJth and Vital Statiétics 
to have charge of the State system of registration ot 
births and deaths; to prepare the necessary methods, 
forms and blanks for obtaining and preserving such 
records, and to insure the faithful registration of 
the samo, in the townships, boronghs, cities, counties, 
and in the Central Bureau of Vital Staistics at the 
capital of the State. The said Board shall be charged 
with the uniform and thorough enforcement of the 
law throughout the State, and shall, from time to 





time, recommend any additional forms and amend- 
ments that may be necessary for this purpose. 
Seetion 2. That the secretary of the State Board of 
Heaith and Vital Statistics shall have general super- 
vision over the Central Bureau of Vital Statistics, 
which is hereby authorized to be established by said 





Board, and which shalt he wader the immediate direc- ~ 


tion of the State Hegistrae of Vital Statistics, whom 
the State Board of Health ehall appcint within thirty 
days after the taking effect of this law, and who shall 
be a medical practitioner of not less than ten years 
practice in bis profession, and a2 competent vital sta- 
tistician, The term of appointment of State Regis- 
‘trar of Vital Statisties shall be four years, beyinning 
with the first day in January of the year in which this 
act shall take effect, aud any vacancy occurring in the 
Office of State Registrar of Vital Statistics shall be 
filled by appointment of the State Board of Health. 
The State Regisirar of Vital Statistics shall receive 
an annual salary at the rate of twenty-five hundred 
dollars, from the date of his appointment. The State 
Board of Health shall provide for such clerical and 
other assistance a8 may be necessary for the purposes 
of this act, and may fix the compensation of persons 
thus employed, within the amount appropriated there 
for by the Legislature. Suitable apartments shall be 
provided by the custodian of the capitol for the State 
Bureau of Vital Statisties, in the State capitol at Har- 
risburg, which shall be properly eqnipped with fire- 
proof vault and filing cases for the permanent and 
safe preservation of all official records made and re- 
turned under this act. . 

Sectiuu 3. That fer the purnases of this aet, the 
State shall be divided into registration districts as 
follows: Each city, borough, and township shall con- 
stitute a primary registration district. 

Section 4. That within ninety days after the taling 
effect of this act, or as soon thereafter as possible, the 
State Board of Health ani Vital Statisties shall ap- 
point a local registrat of vital statisties for each regis- 
tration district in the State, excepting such boroughs 
and etties ag are otherwise provided for. The term of 
office of local registrars, appointed by said Board, 
shall be for four years, beginning with the first day 
of January of the year im which this act shall take 
effect, and their successors shall be appointed at least 
ten days before the expivation of their terms of office. 

Any local registrar, appointed by said Hoard, who 
fails or neglects to efficiently discharge the duties of 
his office as Jaid down in this act, or who fails to make 
prompt and complete returns of births and deaths, as 
required hereby, shail be forthwith removed from his 
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office by the State Board of Health, and his successor 
appointed, in addition to any other penalties that may 
be imposed, under other sections of this act, for failure 
or negiect to perform his daty. 

Each local registrar, appointed by said Board, shall, 
immediately upon his acceptance of appointment as 
euch, appoint a deputy, whose duty it shall be to act 
in his stead in case of absence, iliness or disability, 
and who shall accept such an appointment, in writing, 
and who shall be subject to all rules and regulations 
governing the actions of local registrars: Provided, 
That in cities or boroughs where health officers, or 
secretaries of local boards of health, or other offictals, 
at the date of this act, are officiating as registrars of 
births and deaths under local ordinances, such offcers 
shall be continued as registrars in and for such cities 
or boroughs, but shall be subject to the rules and regu- 
lations of the Btate Hegistrar, and to all of the pro- 
yisions of this act. And, when it may appear neces- 
sary for the convenience of the people in any township, 
the local registrar is hereby authorized, with the ap- 
proval oi the State Registrar, to appoint cne or more 
suitable and proper persons to act a8 sub-registrars, 
who shall be authorized to receive certificates, and to 
issue burial or removal permits, in and for such por- 
tions of the township as may be designated; and each 
sub-tegistrar shall note, over his signature, the date 
on which each certificate was filed,.and forward all 
certificates. to the registrar of the township within 
ten days, and, in ali cases, before the third day of the 
following month: Provided, That all sub-registrare 
slali be subject to the supersision and contral of the 
State Hegistrar, and may be by him removed for 
neglect or failure to perform their doattes in accord- 
ance with the provisions of this act or the rules and 
regulations of the State Registrar, and they shall! be 
liable to the same penalties for neglect of duties ag 
the local registrar. 

Section 5. That the body cf any person whose death 
occurs 10 the State shall not be interred, deposited in 
a vault or tomb, cremated, cr otherwise disposed of, ox 
removed from or into any registration district, until 
a permit for burial, removal or other disposition shall 
have been properly issued by the registrar of the reg- 
istration district in which the death occurs. And no 
such burial or removal-permit shall be issued by any 
registrar until a complete and satisfactory certificate 
and return of the death has been filed with him as 
hereinafter provided: Provided, That a transit permit 
issued in accordance with the law and health regula- 
tions of the-piace where the death occurred, whether 
in Pennsylvania or outside of the State, may be ac 
cepted by the local registrar of the district where 
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the body is to be interred or otherwise finally dis- 
posed of, a8 a basis upon which he shall issue a local 
burial permit, in the same way asif the death oecurred 
in his district, but shall plainly enter on the face of 
the copy of the record which he shall make for return 
to the State registrar the fact that it was a body 
shipped in for interment, and give the actual place of 
death. But when a body is removed from a district in 
Pennsylvania to an adjacent or nearby district for in- 
terment, not requiring the use of a common carrier or 
the issue of a transit permit, then the registrar’a re- 
moval permit from the district where death occurred 
may be accepted as authority for burial, 

Section 6. That stillborn children or those dead at 
birth shall be registered as births and also ag deaths, 
and a certificate of both the birth and the death shall 
be filed with the local registrar, in the usual form and 
manner, the certificate of birth to contain, in place of 
the name of the child, the word “stillbirth.” The 
medical certificate of the cause of death shall be sign- 
ed by the attending physician, if any; and shall state 
the cause of death as “stiliborn,” with the cause of 
the atilibirth, if kmown, whether a premature birth; 
and, if born prematurely, the period of uterogestation, 
in months if known; and a burial or removal ‘permit i 10 
usual form shall be required. Midwives shall not sign 
certificates of death for stillborn children; but sueb 
cases, and stillbirtis occurring without attendance of 
either physician or midwife, shall be treated as deaths 
without medical attendance, as Uap eas for in sec- 
tion eight of this act. 

Section 7 . That the certificate of death shall contain 
the following items: 

(1) Place of death; including State, county, tewn- 
ship, berough or city. Hin a borough or city, the 
ward, street and Roose number. If in a hospital or 
other jnstitution, the name of the same to he given 
inatead of the stveet and house number. If in an in- 
dustrial camp, the name to be piven. , 

(2) Full name of decedent. If an wanamed child, 
the surname preceded by “unnamed.” 

(J) Sex. 

(4) Color or race: as white, black (negro or negro 
descent} Indian, Chinese, Japanese, or other. 

(5) Conjugal condition: as single, married, widowed, 
er divoreed. 

(6) Date of birth, including the vear, month and day. 

(7) Age, in years, months and Gays. 

(8) Place of birth, State or foreign country. 

(9) Name of father, 

(16) Birthplace of father, State or foreign country 

(11) Maiden name of mother. 

(12) Birthplace of mother, Btate or foreign country. 
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(13} Occupation. ‘The occupation to be reported of 
any person who had any remunerative employment, 
women as well ag men. 

(14) Signature and addregs of informant. 

(15) Date cf death, inclading the year, month and 
day. 
(16} Statement of medical attendance on decedent, 
fact and time of death, including the time last seen 
alive. : 

(17} Cause of death, including the primary and im- 
mediate causes, and contributory.cavses or complica- 
tions, if any, and duration of each. 

(18) Signature and address of physician or official 
making the medical certificata. 

(18) Special information concerning deaths in hoa- 
pitals and institutions, and of persons dying away 
from home, including the former or usual resideace; 
length of time, and place of death, and place where 
the disease was contracted. 

(20) Place of burial or removal, 

(21) Date of burial or remayval. 

(22) Signature and address of undertaker. 

(23) Official signature of registrar, with date when 
certificate was filed, and registered number. 

The personal and statistical particulars (items one 
to thirteen) shall be authenticated by the signature of 
the informant, who may be any competent person ac- 
quainted with the facts. : 

The statement of facts relating to the disposition 
of the body, shall be signed by the undertaker, or per- 
gon acting as such. 

The medical certificate shall ha made and signed by 
the physician, if amy, last in attendance on the de 
ceased, who shall specify the time in attendance, the 
time he last saw the deceased alive, and the hour of 
the day at which death occurred. And he shall fur- 
ther state the cause of death, so as to show the course 
of disease or sequence of causes resulting in death, 
giving the primary and immediate causes, and also the 
contributory causes, if any, and the duration of each. 
Indefinite and unsatisfactory terms, indicating only 
symptoms of disease or conditions resulting from dis- 
ease, Will not be held sufficient for issuing a burial or 
removal permit; and any certificate containing only 
such terms as defined by the State Registrar shall be 
returned to the physician for correction and defint 
tion. Causes of death, which may be the result of 
either disease or violence, shail be carefully defined; 
and, if from violence, its pature shall be stated, and 
whether (probably) accidental, suicidal, or homicidal. 
And in case of deaths tn hospitals, institutions, or 
away from home, the physician shall furnish the in- 
formation required uuder this head (item nineteen), 
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aud shall state where, in his opinion, the disease was 
contracted. 
Section 8. That in case of any death occuring with- 
out medical attendance, it shall‘he the duty of the un- 
detaker to notify fhe registrar of such death, and 
when 60 notified the registrar shall inform the local 
health officer, and refer the case to him for immediate 
investigation and certification, prior fo issuing the 








permit: Provided, Phat when the local health officer = 





is not a qualified physician, or when there is no such 
official, and in such cases ‘only, the registrar is author- 
ized to make the certificate and return from the state- 
ment of relatives or other persons having adeguate 
knowledge of the facts: Provided, further, That if the 
cireamstances of the case render if probable that the 
death was caused by unlawfal or suspicious means, 
the registrar shall then refer the case to the coroner 
for his investigation and certification. And in the 
city and county of Philadelphia,.it shall be the duty 
of the corcner te hold an inquest on the body of any 
deceased person who shall have died a violent death, 
or whose death.shali be sudden, if said sudden death 
shall be after an illness of lesa than twenty-four houra 
and no physician shall bave been in attendance within 
said time, or if suspicious circumstances shall render 

















the same necessary, which said suspicion shall first. 


be sworn to by ove or more citizens of said city. And 
amy coroner whose duty it is to hold an inquest on the 
body of any deceased person, and to make the certifi- 
cate of death required for a burial permit, shall state 
in his certificate the nature of the disease, or the man- 
ner of death; and, if irom external canees ur vivlence, 
whether (probably) accidental, suicidal er homicidal, 
as determined by the inquest; and shall, in either cage, 
furnish such information as may be required by the 
State Registrar to properly classify the death, 
Section 9. That the undertaker, or person acting as 
undertaker, shall be responsible for obtaining and 
filing the certificate of death with the registrar, and 
securing a burial or removal permit, prior to any dis- 
position of the bady. He shall obtain the personal 
and statistical particulars required from the person 
best qualified fo supply them, over the signature and 
address of his mformant. He shall then present the 
certificate to the attending physician, if any, or-to the 
health ofiicer or coroner, as directed by the registrar, 
for the medical certificate of the cause of death and 
other particulars necessary to complete the record, 
as specified in section eight, And he shall then state 
the facts required relative to the date and place of 
burial, over his signature and with his address, and 
present the completed certificate to the registrar, 
within the time limit, if any, designated by the local 
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board of health for the issuance of a burial or removal 
permit. The undertaker shall deliver the burial per- 
mit to-the sexton, or person in charge of the place of 
burial, before interring the body; or shall attach the 
transit permit, containing the regisirar’s removal 
perinif, to the box containing the corpse, when shipped 
by any transportation company; said permit to accom- 
pany the corpse to its destination, where, if within 
the State of Pennsylvania, it shall he taken up by the 
local registrar of the district in which interment is 
made, who shall issue a burial permit thereon: Pro- 
vided, That in cities of the first class, the method of 
coliecting the information required in all certificates 
of death may be regulated by the local health anthori- 
ties. 

Section 1). That if the interment, or other dispasi- 
tion of the body, is to be made within the State, the 
wording of the burial permit may be limited to a state 
ment by the registrar, and over his signature, that a 
satisfactory certificate of death having been filed with 
him, as required by law. permission is granted to inter, 
remove, or otherwise dispose of the @eceased; stating 
the name, age, sex. cause of death. and other neceasary 
details upon the form prescribed by the State Regis- 
LEAS : ; 

Section 11. That no sexton, or person in charge of 
anv premises in which interments are made. shall 
inter. or permit the interment or other disnasition of 
avy body. unless it is aeeomnanied hy a burial. removal 
or transit permit. as herein provided. And each sex- 
ton. or nerson in charge of any hnrialgrann4, anafi in- 
dorse wpon the nermit the date of Interment. over his 
sienature. and shall return all nermits so indorsed to 
the Ineal registrar of his district, within ten dava from 
the date of interment, or within the time fixed by the 
loral board of health. He shajl also lreep a record of 
all interments made in the nremises under his charge. 
stating the name of the deceased person, place of 
death, date of burial, and name and address of the 
undertaker; which record shall at all times be open to 
public inspection. 

Section 12. That all births that occenr in the State 
shall be immediately registered in the districts in 
which they occur, as hereinafter provided. 

Section 18. That it shal! be the dntv of the attending 
physician or midwife to file a certificate of birth, 
properly and completely filled out. giving all of the 
particulars required by this act, with the local regis- 
trar of the district in which the birth occurred, with- 
in ten days after the date of birth. And if there be 
no attending physician or midwife, then if shall be the 
duty of the father or mother of the child; bomseholder 
ar owner of the premises, manager or superintendent 
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of public or private institution, in which the bicth 
occurred; to notify the local registrar, within ten days 
after the birth, of the fact of-auch a birth having oc- 
cured. It shall then, in such case, be the duty of the 
local registrar to secure the necessary information and 
aienature to make a proper certificate of birth. 

Section 14. That the certificate of birth shall con- 
tain the following items: 

(1) Place of birth; including State, county, town- 
slip or town, village or citv. If in a city, the ward, 
street, and house number; if in a hospital or other in- 
stitution, the name of the same to be given, instead 
of the stveet and house number. 

(2) Full name of child. If the child dies without a 
name, before the certificate is filed, enter the words 
“died unnamed.” Tf the living clild has not been 
named at the date of filing the certificate of birth, the 
space for “full name of child” is fo be left blank, to 
be filled owt subsequently by a supplemental report, 
as hereinafter provided. 

(3) Sex of child. 

(4) Whether a twin, tripiet, or other plural birth. 
A separate certificate shall be required for each child 
in a case of plural birth, giving number of child im 
order of birth. 

(5) Whether legitimate or illegitimate. 

(6) Full name of fatter, 

(7) Residence of father. 

(8} Color or race of father, 

(9} Birthplace of father. 

(10) Ace of father at last birthday, in years, 

(11) Occupation of father. 

(12) Maiden name of mother, in full. 

(15) Residence of mother. 

(14) Color or race of mother. 

(15) Birthplace of mother. 

(16) Age of mother at last bivthday, in years. 

(17) Occupation of mother. 

(18) Number of child of this mother, and number of 
children of this mother now fiving. 

(18) Certificate of attending physician or midwife 
as to attendance at birth; including statement of year, 
month, day, and hoer of birth, and whether the child 
Awas alive or dead at birth. This certificate shall be 
signed by the attending physician or midwife, with 
date of signature and address; if there is no physician 
or midwife in attendance, then the father or mother 
of the child, householder or owner of the premises, or 
manager or superintendent of public or private insti- 
tation, or other competent person, whose duty it shall 
become to notify the local registrar of such a birth, 
as required by section thirteen of this act. 

(20) Exact date of fling in office of local registrar, 
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attested by his official signature, and registered num- 
ber of birth, as hereinafter provided. 

All certificates, either of birth or death, shall be 
written jegibly, In unfading ink; and no certificate 
shall be held to be complete and correct that does not 
supply all of the items of information called for 
therein, or satisfactorily account for their omission, 

Section 15. That when any certificate of birth of a 
living child is presented without statement of the 
given name, then the local. registrar shall make out 
and deliver to the informant a special blank for the 
supplemental report ef the given name of the child, 
which shall be filled out as directed, and returned to 
the registrar 53 soon as the child shallbe named. The 
original certificate of birth shail not be considered 
complete until] the supplemental report is filed or the 
blank returned with the statement ‘died unnamed.” 

Rection 16, That every physician, midwife and un- 
dertaker shall, without delay, register his or her name, 
address and occupation, with the local registrar af 
the district in which he or she resides or may hereafter 
establish a residence; and shall therenpon be sup- 
plied by the local registrar with a copy of this act, to- 
gether with such rules and regulationg as may be 
prepared by the State Registrar relative to its en- 
forcement, Within thirty days after the close of each 
calendar year, each local registrar shall make a return 
to the State Registrar of all physicians and midwives 
who have been registered in bis district during the 
whole or any part of the preceding calendar year: Pro- 
vided, That no fee or other compensation ahsll he 
charged by local registrars to physicians, midwives or 
undertakers for registering their names under thia 
section, or making returns thereof to the State Regis- 
trar. 

Section 17. That all superintendents or managers, 
or other persons in charge cof hospitals, almishouses, 
lying-in or other institutions, public or private, to 
which persons resort for treatment of disease, confine- 
ment, or are committed by process of law, are hereby 
required to make @ record of all of the personal and 
statistical particulars relative to the inmates in their 
institutions, at the date of approval of this act, that 


“gre required in the form of the certificate provided 


for by this act, as directed by the State Registrar; and 
thereafter such record shall be by them made for all 
future inmates at the time of their admission. And 
in case of Persons admitted or committed for medical 
treatment of disease, the physician in charge shall 
specify, for entry in the record, the nature of the dis- 
ease, and where, in hia opinion, it was contracted. 
The personal particulars and information required by 
this section shall be obtained from the individual him- 
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self, if it is practicable to do 60; and when they can 


not be so obtained, they shail be secured in as com- 





plete a manner as possible from the relatives, friends, 
or other persous acquainted with the facts. 

Section 18. That the State Registrar shall prepare, 
print and supply to all registrars all blanks and forms 
used in registering, recording and preserving the re- 
turns, or in otherwise carrying out the purposes of this 
act; and shail prepare and igsue such detailed tmstruc- 
tions aa may be required to secure the uniform obser- 
vance of its provisions aud the maintenance of 2 per- 
fect system of registration. And no other blanks 
shall be used than those supplied by the State Regis- 
frar. He ehall carefully examme the cerfificates re 
ceived monthly from the local registrars, and if any 
such are incomplete or unsatisfactory, he shall require 
such further information to be furnished as may be 
necessary to make the record complete and gatisfac- 
tery. And all physicians, midwives, informants, or 
undertakers, connected with any case, and all other 
persons haying knowledge of the facts, are hereby re 
quired to furnish such imformation as they may 
possess regarding any birth or death, upon demand 
of the State Registrar in person, by mail, or 
through the local registrar. He shall, further, ar- 
range, bind, aud permanently preserve the certificates 
in a systematic manner, aud shall prepare and main- 
tain a comprehensive and continuous card-index cf alt 
births and deaths registered; the cards to show the 
name of child er deceased, place and date of birth or 
death, number of certificate, and the volume in which 
it is contained. He shall inform all registrars what 
diseases are to be considered a8 infeciious, contagisas, 
or communicable and dangerous to the public health, 
as decided by the State Board of Health, in order that, 
when deaths occur from such diseases, proper pre 
cautions may be taken to prevent the spreading of 
dangerous diseases, 

Sechon 19. That it shall be the duty of the local 
registrar to supply blank forms of certificates to such 
persons 48 require them. And he shall carefully ex 
amine each certificate of birth or death when pre- 
sented for record, to see that it bus been made out in 

















accordance with the provisions of this act and the in- 


structions of the State Registrar; andif any certificate 


‘of death is incomplete or unsatisfactory, it shall be 


his duty to call attention to the defects in the return, 
and to withhold issuing the burial or removal permit 
until they are corrected. Tf the certificate of death 
is properly executed and complete, he shall then issue 
a burial or removal pernut fo the undertaker: Pro- 
vided, That in case the death occurred from some dis- 
ease that is held by the State Hoard of Health to be 
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infectious, contagious, or communicable and dancer. 
cus to the public health, no permit for the removal or 
other disposition of the body shall be granted hy the 
registrar, except under such conditions as may be pre- 
seribed by the State and local boards of health. If 
a certificate of birth is incomplete, he shall immedi- 
ately notify the informant, and require him to supply 
the missing items if they can be obtained. He shall 
then number consecutively the certificates of birth and 
of death, in two separate series, beginning with “num- 
ber one” for the first birth and the first death in each 
calendar year, and sign his name as registrar in attest 
of the date of filing im bis office. He shall also make 
a complete and aceurate copy of each birth and death 
certificate registered by him, upon a form identical 
with the original certificate, to be filed and perma- 
nently preserved in his office as the local record of 
auch death, in such manner as directed by the State 
Registrar.- And he shall, on the fifth day of each 
mouth, tranamit to the State Hegistrar ali original 
certificates registered by him during the preceding 
month. And if no births or no deaths occurred in any 
mouth, he shall, on the fifth day of the following 
month, repart that fact to the State Registrar, on a 
ecard provided for this. purpose: Provided, That in 
cities of the first and second class, original certificates 
may be retained hy the local health authorities, and 
exact duplicates of the original certificates may be 
forwarded by the local registrare to the State Regis- 
trar. 

Bection 20. That each local registrar shall be en- 
titled to be paid the sim of trenty-fre cents for each 
birth and each death certificate properly and com- 
pletely made out and registered with him, and cor- 
rectly copied and duly returned by him to the State 
Registrar, as required by this aet: Provided, That in 
cities in which the city clerk, health officer, or other 
otiicial acting as registrar, receives @ fixed salary, in 
lien of fees, no further compensation shall be .paid 
for the duties required by this act. And In case no 
births or no deaths were registered during any month, 
the local registrar shall be entitied to be paid the sum 
of twenty-five cents for each report, to that effect, 
promptly made in accordance with this act. All 
amounts payable to registrars under provisions of this 
section shall be paid by the treasurer of the county in 
which the registration districts are located, wpon cer- 
fification by the State Megistrar. And the State 
Registrar shali annually certify to the treasurera of 
the several counties the number of births and deaths 
registered, with the names of the local registrars, and 
the amounts doe each at the rates fized herein. 

Section 21. That the State Registrar shall, npon 
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request, furnish any applicant a certified copy of the 
record of any birth or death registered under pro- 
visions of this act, for the making and certification 
of which he ghall be entitled to a fee of fifty cents, 
to be paid by the applicant. And any such copy of 
the record of a birth or death, whea properly certified 
by the State Registrar to be a true copy thereof, shall 
be prima facie evidence in all courts and places of the 
facts therein stated. For any search of the files and 
records when no certified copy is made, the State 
Registrar shall be entitled to a fee of fifty cents for 
each hour or fractional hour of time of search, to be 
paid by the applicant. And the State Registrar shall 
keep a true and correct account of all fees by him re 
ceived under these provisions, and turn the game over 
to the State Treasurer: Provided, That in cities of the 
firat class, certified copies of any birth or death may 
be furnished by the local health authorities. The fee 
for such copy or search of record to be the same as 
herein provided, and all such fees shall be paid into 
the treasury of said cities. 

Section 22. That if any physician, who was in medi- 
cal attendance upon any deceased person at the time 
of death, shall negleet or refuse to make out and de- 
iver to the undertaker, sexton, or other person in 
charge of the interment, removal, or other disposition 
of the body, upon request, the medical certificate of 
cause of death, hereinbefore provided for, he shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon couyic- 
tion thereof, shall be fined not legs than five dollars 
nor more than fifty dollars. - And if any physician 
shall knowingly make a false certification of the cause 
af death, in any case, he shall te deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be 
fined not less than fifty dollars nor more than two 
hundred dollars, 

And any physician or midwife, in attendance upon 
a case of confinement, or any other person charged 
with responsibility for reporting births, in the order 
named in section thirteen of this act, who shall neglect 
ov refuse to file a proper certificate of birth with the 
local registrar, within the time required by this act, 
shalt be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than five dol- 
lars nor more than fifty dollars. 

And if any undertaker, sexton, or other person act- 
ing as undertaker, shall inter, remove, or otherwise 
dispose of, the body of any deceased person, without 
having received a burial or removal permit as herein 
provided, he ahall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less 
than twenty declare nor more than one hundred dol- 
lara. 
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And any registzar, deputy registrar, or sub-regis- 
trar who shall neglect or fail to enforce the provisions 
of this act in his district, or shal! neglect or refuse to 
perform any of the duties imposed upon him by this 
act or by the instructions aad directions of the Ktate 
Registrar, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanoz, 
and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined net less 
than ten dollars nor more than one hundred dollars. 

and any person who shall wilfully alter any certifi- 

cate of birth or death, or the copy of any certificate 
of birth or death, on file in the office of the local regis- 
trar, shall be deemed guilty of 2 misdemeanor, and, 
upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than 
ten dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, or be 
imprisoned in the county jail not exceeding sixty days, 
or suffer both fine and imprisonment, in the diseretion 
of the court. 
_And any other person or persons who shall violate 
any of the provisions of this act, or shall wilfully 
neglect or refuse to perform any duties Imposed upon 
them by the provisions of this act, or shail furnish 
false information to a physician, undertaker, midwiie, 
or informant, for the purposes of making incorrect car- 
tification of births or deaths, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall 
be fined not less than five dollars nor moze than one 
hundred dollars. 

And any transportation company OF comnmon carrier 
transporting or carrying, or accepting through its 
agents or employes for transportation or carriage, the 
body of any deceased person, without an accompany- 
ing permit issued in accordance With the provisions 
of this act, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanar, 
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less 





‘than fifty dollars nor more than two hundred dollars: 


Provided, That in case the death occurred outside of 
the State, and the body is accompanied by a certifi- 
cate of death, burial or removal of transit permit 
issued in accordance with tbe law or board of health 
regulations in force where the death occurred, suck 
death certificate, burial or removal or transit permit, 
may be held to authorize the transportation or car- 
riage of the body into or through the State. 

Section 23, That local registrars are hereby charged 
with the strict and thorough enforcement of the pro- 
visions of this act im their districts, under the super- 
vision and direction of the State Hegistrar. And they 
shall make an immediate report to the State Regis- 
trar of any violations of this law, coming to their 
notice by observation or upon complaint of any person, 
or otherwise. The State Registrar is hereby charzed 
with the thorough and efficient execution of the pro- 
visions of this act in every part of the State, and 
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with supervisory power over local registrars, to the 
end that all of the requirements shall be uniformly 
complied with. He shall have authority to investi 
gate cases of irregalarity or violation of law, per- 
sonally or by accredited representative, and all regis- 
travs shal]l aid him, upon request, Im such investiga- 
tions. When he shali deem it necessary, he shall re- 
port cases of violation of any of the provisions cf this 
act to the prosecuting attorney or oflicial of the 
proper county or municipality, with a statement of the 
facts and circumstances; and when any such case is 
reported to them by the State Registrar, all prosecut 
ing attorneys or officials acting in such capacity shall 
forthwith initiate and promptly follow up the neces- 
sary court proceedings against the parties responsible 
for the alleged violations of Jaw. And upon request 
of the State Registrar, the Attorney General. shall 
jikevise assist in the enforcement of the provisions of 








this act. 


Section 24, That the sum of eighteen thousand dol- 
lars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is kereby 
appropriated to the State Heard of Health and Vital 


’ Statistics for the establishment and maintenance of 


the Bureac of Vital-Statistics; for a period of two 
years, to be appropriated as follows: 

For the salary of the State Hegistrar, five thousand 
dollars; for the salary of four clerks, eight thousand 
dcliars; for postage, incidental and contingent ex- 
penses, five thousand dolars. 

Section 25. That all laws and parts of laws incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act are hereby re 
peied. 


Avprovep—The ist day of May, A. D. 1905. 
SAML. W. PENNYPACKER. 
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